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The InsHtute traces its origins to a naHonal conference on
environmental law held at the Airlie House in Virginia in September
1969. For the Rrst Hme, a large group of lawyers, pracHHoners, and
teachers from all parts of the country had gathered to discuss the
emerging Reld of environmental law. The major proposal presented
at the conference was a prospectus for an Environmental Law
Reporter. A monthly publicaHon was proposed that would collect
environmental statutes, regulaHons, court decisions and other
documents, and would carefully analyze developments in the Reld.
The conferees warmly endorsed the prospectus, signaling the
beginning of a successful eVort to secure Ford FoundaHon funding
for the Environmental Law Reporter, within the framework of a new
insHtute.

Guided by its founders, the ConservaHon FoundaHon and the Public
Law EducaHon InsHtute, the Environmental Law InsHtute was
incorporated on December 22, 1969 as a 501(c)(3) organizaHon.
PublicaHon of the Environmental Law Reporter (ELR) began in
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January 1971. ELR has since become a major resource for those
concerned with environmental law, and is the mainstay of the
InsHtute’s publicaHons divisions, which includes books, newslebers
and conference manuals.

In October 1970, the InsHtute co-sponsored its Rrst educaHon
program. Since then the InsHtute has responded to the criHcal need
for research on insHtuHonal decision making and implementaHon of
environmental policy. ELI has expanded to include extensive
research projects, workshops, and training programs naHonally and
internaHonally.

Upcoming Events

August 26, 2025
California Climate Disclosures: No Regrets PreparaHon

August 27, 2025
Chemical Recycling: More PolluHon? Or a Sustainability
SoluHon for PlasHc?

September 18, 2025
PFAS BrieRng: Material InnovaHon and PFAS

September 25, 2025
Community Lawyering for Environmental JusHce Part 13:
Energy AVordability and the Power of Community Voices

September 30, 2025
Annual Supreme Court Review & Preview (2025)

MORE EVENTS

https://sites-farella.vuturevx.com/52/2606/compose-email/you-re-invited--california-climate-disclosures--no-regrets-preparation(br).asp
https://www.eli.org/events/chemical-recycling-more-pollution-or-sustainability-solution-plastic
https://www.eli.org/events/pfas-briefing-material-innovation-and-pfas
https://www.eli.org/events/community-lawyering-environmental-justice-part-13-energy-affordability-and-power-community
https://www.eli.org/events/annual-supreme-court-review-preview-2025
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Site Links Stay in Touch With ELI

InstagramLinkedinYouTube

Environmental Law InsHtute
1730 M Street, NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: 202-939-3800
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