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When Alexander Roderick McLeod first entered the 
country of Coos and Coquille people in October 1826, he 
had arrived in a land almost completely unknown to the 
outside world. There were no maps, written or verbal 
accounts, or even known landmarks -- excepting the 
seacoast -- for the entire area . . .  

In 1826 there were no pack trails or wheeled vehicles in 
the entire Coos or Coquille river basins. Transportation 
was by foot or canoes.  A clear line of demarcation 
between these modes of travel was the head of tidewater 
in Coos Bay and its sloughs; in Coos River; and in 
Coquille River and its sloughs.  







                Scientific (& Political) Transparency: 2013 

1. Plain English 

 Acronyms + Jargon + Latin + Metrics x Statistics = Total Obfuscation 
   Doug Fir vs. Doug-fir vs. PsMe 
   TDML vs. turbidity vs. muddy water 

2. Research Methodology 

 A. All taxpayer-funded work is documented. 
 B. All documentation is made readily available via public websites. 
 C. Most work is subject to Independent Peer Review. 
 D. All peer reviews and resulting discussions are made publicly available. 

3. Direct Access to all taxpayer-funded research, meetings, reports, 
 correspondence, political decisions, etc. 

4. Stable, well-designed (dependable, comprehensive & “easy to use”)  
 Websites: ORWW Coquelle Trails as a model.  



Thursday 26th. Rained most part of the day very heavily. 
We took advantage of the ebb tide agreeable to our Guides 
desire. The obscurity of the night suggested the Idea of 
entrusting the management of our craft to our new Guests, 
who acquitted themselves handsomely course three miles 
west then turned to the south, up an inlet where we found 
an Indian family lodged; being out of danger we waited day 
light then proceeded as before.  

    -- Alexander R. McLeod, October 26, 1826 











Immediately, I perceived that we were in the close proximity of about 200 Indians.   
They raised the war-whoop, and for about 15 minutes contested the ground with us,  
when the deliberate fire of the men proving too galling, they abandoned their ground  
and fled in every direction.  In the meantime, Lt. Stoneman . . . On hearing our firing,  
he deployed his men as skirmishers, and came down to our position, killing a number  
of the Indians as they fled.  

Although but five of the enemy were found dead, I have reason to believe that about 15  
were killed . . . Although a number of my men were struck by the missiles of the enemy,  
both balls and arrows, they were all grazing shots which merely tore their clothes.   
Not one man was wounded.   

I have enclosed a rough sketch of the ground in which the engagement took place, which  
will probably throw light on the subject.  During the operation on the river, we took and  
destroyed 20 large lodges, with quantities of implements invaluable to them.  We destroyed  
about 2000 feet of boards, which had been split out from logs, some of them three feet in width. 

We took 15 canoes, and destroyed about thirteen tons of dried Salmon.  Both Officers  
and men have been zealous in the performance of their duties.  From Lt. Gibson I have  
received efficient and zealous aid.  I feel much indebted to Lt. Stoneman for his practical  
knowledge of things, and for his zeal . . . 

     -- Lt. Col. Silas Casey, “Camp Abbyville,” November 24, 1851 









Dennis Hathorn, August 18, 1855 





























     “The Forks” 

Thursday 14th, Rainy weather. With the same men as on the 
former occasion accompanied me, we left the Camp in 
canoe ascended the river the length of the forks, left our 
craft, being provided with Indian guide, shaped our course 
southerly thro’ a foot path leading along the west shore of 
the north branch . . .  

   -- Alexander R. McLeod, December 14, 1826 



























             Conclusions: How Transparency Saves Money 
    & Improves Decision Making 

 1. The 1976 Paperwork Reduction Act and the 2010 Plain Writing Act  
 already require the use of Plain English by federal agencies. These acts 
 simply need to be enforced.     

2. Modern technology makes automated scanning of documents and  
 GPS-referenced digital photography increasingly cheap and easy.  
 Citizens should insist on such documentation and direct access to all  
 taxpayer-funded research, meetings, etc., affecting local regulations. 

3. High-speed Internet communications and the recent proliferation of 
 ipads and smart phones has made universal access to technical  
 information possible, with few limitations to time and location. 

4. Increased access to better information is believed to result in improved  
 research, discussion, and decision-making. Stable, well-designed websites  
 make such access possible for almost all citizens, including: students,  
 teachers, scientists, politicians and public resource managers.  
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