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General Purposes of the U.S. Wildfire 
  Costs-Plus-Loss Economics Project   

1.   Our primary purpose is to help reduce dangers and 
damages resulting from increasingly predictable -- and 
often preventable – wildfire events, via public education, 
scientific research, and knowledgeable field application. 

2.  There is a real need to display the total cost of wildfires in a 
manner that is useful for cost analysis by people charged 
with tracking the economic effectiveness of fighting fire.  

3.  Total fire cost information is an essential tool needed to 
 level the playing field for discussions of the cost of wildfire 
 damages, short term and long term. It is also a tool for 
 resource managers to use in talking to the public about the 
 importance of natural resources and natural resource lands 
 to people's ability to live in this country. 
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