
Upper South Umpqua Headwaters 
Precontact Reference Study:

Methods & Objectives
Report Prepared for 

SW Oregon Resource Conservation & Development
January 19, 2010
Roseburg, Oregon

Presented by
Dr. Bob Zybach, Program Manager

Oregon Websites & Watersheds Project, Inc.
Javier Goirigolzarri, BSF, MBA

Resource Management Services, LLC



The purpose of this study is to produce a reliable 
landscape-scale description of precontact (pre-1826) 

forest conditions for the eastern portion of present-day 
Tiller Ranger District of the Umpqua National Forest

in Douglas County, Oregon which will be used to update
Community Wildfire Protection Plans.

The description will be assembled from a comprehensive 
Range of cultural, historical, and contemporary sources of 

information and results will be displayed in a wide variety of 
formats -- including maps, texts, tables, photographs, video, 

GIS layers, and Internet -- in order to reach the broadest 
possible audience over time and to encourage 

optimum uses of these resources. 





1858 GLO Survey, Tsp. 30 S., Rng. 1 W.
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GLO Survey Methods (Powell 2008: 2)



Excerpt from GLO “General Description, T. 29 S., R. 1 W.
Fred Mensch, U. S. Deputy Surveyor, 1902



1900 USDI Forest Patterns
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1914 ODF Fire Map
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The grazing lands consist of glades scattered throughout the
summit areas and higher slopes of the Umpqua-Rogue River
divide.  These glades are mostly due to forest fires burning
off the timber.  A small number of cattle occasionally stray
up here from the lowlands of the Rogue River Valley in late
summer.  The summit of Abbots Butte and most of the high
slopes of the divide east and north of this point are used for
pasturing sheep.

-- John B. Leiberg, 1899
USDI Report to Congress: 1902: 310



Abbott Butte Lookout, July 24, 1933



1932 Metsker Cadastral Map, Tsp. 30 S., Rng. 1 W.
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1998 USGS “71/2-Minute Quad” Field Map



Pickett Butte Lookout, August 7, 1936



Osborne Photographs, 1933-1938
Pickett Butte Lookout, January 9, 2010



Pickett Butte Lookout, January 9, 2010



Pickett Butte Lookout, January 9, 2010



Old-Growth Vegetation Patterns



Culturally Modified Tree (C.M.T.)



World’s Tallest Sugar Pine



Tree Rings



1925 GLO Index to Tsp. 31 S., Rng. 4 W. Survey Notes
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GLO Survey Notes -- Tsp. 31 S., Rng. 1 W., Dennis Hathorn, 1858



Tsp. 31 S., Rng. 1 W., Sec. 7 (500 Rd.), January 10, 2010



Tsp. 31 S., Rng. 1 W., Sec. 6 (500 Rd.), January 10, 2010



1936 USDA Forest Survey Map
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Triangulation.

Method of Multiple Hypotheses.

Precontact? 1800? 1750?

G.I.S.

(“Weight of the Evidence.”)
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